
Hill – Morgan Hill Devco Project

Environmental Impact Report Public Scoping Meeting

July 13, 2021 



Agenda

• Project Overview 

• Purpose of this Public Scoping Meeting 

• Main Purposes of CEQA

• Environmental Review Process

• EIR Contents and Issues Analyzed 

• Next Steps and Opportunities for Input 

• Public Comments



Entitlement Process for Planned 
Development/General Plan Amendment

4
CEQA Process Starts

5
Preliminary Planning 
Commission Review

9

Prepare Staff Report in 
Coordination with CEQA 
Documentation

10
Planning Commission Hearing 
and Recommendation to City 
Council

8

Circulation of Draft EIR 

(Winter of 2021)

Circulation of Final EIR 

(Spring of 2022) 

7
CEQA Notice of Preparation/ 

Scoping Meeting

6
Project Submittal, repeat Steps 3

3
Staff Review / Application 
Completeness

2
Preliminary Application Project 
Submittal

1
Pre-Application Consultation



Entitlement Process for Planned 
Development/General Plan Amendment

14
Map and Building Permit 
Application Submittals

15
Construction

13
Design Review Permit 
Application Submittal

12
Final Decision –

Notice of Determination

11
City Council Hearing



Project Overview 



Public Scoping Meeting

What the public scoping meeting is:

• An opportunity to inform public agencies and the 
community about the environmental review process 

• Ask for agency/community input about the scope, or 
contents of the Environmental Impact Report (EIR)

What the public scoping meeting is not:

• An approval hearing

• A forum for open debate between the public, the 
applicant, and the City of Morgan Hill



Main Purposes of CEQA

• Allow a public process 

• Provide information to decision makers and the 
public regarding environmental impacts of projects

• Identify ways to mitigate or avoid those impacts

• Identify and evaluate alternatives to the proposed 
project



Final Notice of Determination

City Council Hearing 

Planning Commission Hearing

Public and Agency Review of  
Draft EIR

(45-day minimum)

Prepare Public Notice of Draft EIR 
Availability

Prepare Draft EIR

Environmental Impact Report (EIR) Process

Public Scoping Meeting Review of Responses by 
Commenting Agencies

Prepare/Distribute Notice of 
Preparation

(30-day review period)

Prepare Final EIR Including 
Response to Comments

= Opportunities to provide public input 



General Contents of an EIR 

• Project Description (construction and operation)

• Environmental Setting (site and surroundings)

• Significant Environmental Effects

• Unavoidable Significant Adverse Effects

• Mitigation Measures

• Alternatives



Resource Areas to be Addressed

• Hydrology & Water Quality

• Land Use

• Mineral Resources

• Noise & Vibration

• Population and Housing

• Public Services

• Recreation

• Transportation

• Utilities and Service Systems

• Cumulative 

• Aesthetics

• Agriculture and Forestry 

Resources

• Air Quality 

• Biological Resources

• Cultural Resources

• Energy

• Geology and Soils

• Greenhouse Gas Emissions

• Hazards and Hazardous 

Materials



Primary Environmental Issues 

• Agricultural Resources 
• Analyze impacts to agricultural resources including Prime Farmland, Unique 

Farmland, and Farmland of Statewide Importance 

• Air Quality/Greenhouse Gas Emissions
• Analyze construction air quality emissions

• Analyze operational air quality and greenhouse gas emissions

• Biological Resources 
• Analyze impacts to special-status species and sensitive habitat

• Discuss project’s  consistency with the Santa Clara Valley Habitat Plan 

• Hazards and Hazardous Materials 
• Evaluate the potential for hazardous materials contamination to affect the 

public or environment as a result of the project. 



Primary Environmental Issues (continued) 

• Hydrology and Water Quality 
• Evaluate the project’s effects on hydrology and water quality.

• Identify the project’s effects on drainage and flood flows. 

• Noise
• Measure existing ambient noise levels

• Analyze construction and operational noise impacts

• Transportation
• Analyze vehicle miles traveled (VMT)

• Identify significant impacts and provide mitigation measures

• Utility and Service Systems
• Analyze project’s impact on water, wastewater, and stormwater facilities 

• Identify significant impacts and provide mitigation measures



Public Comments Welcome

•Opportunity to submit oral comments now or in written 
format until Monday, July 26, 2021 at 5:00 p.m. 

•NOP available for viewing  on the City’s website at: 
https://www.morgan-hill.ca.gov/2172/Hill---Morgan-Hill-
Devco-LLC-New-Horizon.

• For additional information regarding the Project, or to submit 
a written comment on the NOP, contact:

Tiffany Brown, Associate Planner
17575 Peak Avenue, Morgan Hill , CA 95037 

Phone: (408) 310-4655
Email  Tiffany.Brown@morganhill.ca.gov 

https://www.morgan-hill.ca.gov/2172/Hill---Morgan-Hill-Devco-LLC-New-Horizon

